
With the arrival of spring and summer
many homeowners head for the 
outdoors.   As well as taking care of
spring clean up duties and a multitude 
of maintenance chores - many will start
into gardening and landscaping projects.    

Whatever your landscaping goal...
attracting birds and other wildlife to a
backyard sanctuary, adding colour, 
creating a theme garden, or improving
the curb appeal - and value - of your
home, its easy to make ‘mistakes’.  
Here are some of the most common
landscaping mistakes, and a few tips
on how to avoid them.

Guarded Entries.
Accentuating an entry pathway or 
doorway by planting shrubs on each side
usually isn’t a good idea - especially
when the now innocent little shrubs will
eventually grow to block the entry!  
Instead, consider planting on one side
only, which allows the shrubs room to 
mature - and you opportunities to; 
reshape or enlarge the bed, add shrubs
or other perennials, add a garden focal,
or annuals for a seasonal display of
colour.

Crew cut Plants.
Its not a good idea to locate a large
shrub or small tree where you’ll be 
required to constantly ‘flat-top’ prune it.
Here again, remember that those pretty
little shrubs and trees will grow!  Right
now it may look great tucked in against
the foundation or under a window - but
as it matures it will grow to obstruct the
view and light from reaching the indoors -
become misshapen as it crowds against 
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foundation walls, or causes damage to
facia and eaves....and, you’ll find 
yourself cutting off the top! 

Hodgepodge.
A plant collector’s landscape may be 
interesting, or it may create visual 
pandemonium.  We most often choose
plants based on their colour - either 
because we like the colour or we feel the
colour will complement the exterior finish
of our house.  Keep in mind that colour
is only one aspect of creating an 
appealing landscape design, 
repetition of plant form and texture are
also important as they provide ‘links’
bringing landscape and architectural
areas together.  

Glutted Gardens. Quite often we 
purchase plants that are all about the
same size initially, but grow to many 
different sizes.  But, to keep our planting 
visually ‘nice’ we place all the plants at
the same spacing because it looks
‘right’.  Instead, try this approach;
choose larger plants for the key 
landscape areas, then fill-in with 
‘temporary’ annual flowers/plants 
(annuals can be planted in the ground or
in containers).  Add more shrubs or 
perennials as the larger 
plants mature.

All in a Row.
It’s a natural 
tendency 
to plant 
tall plants 
in back and 
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your Realtor who is an expert 

and can provide you with
professional advice and 

explanation.  Ask about ‘curb 
appeal’ and the impact it can 

have on your home’s value.
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Garden
The following are key terms
that relate to individual
colours and colour schemes.

Hue refers to pure colour 
containing no white, black or grey.
Primary hues are red, yellow, and
blue.  Orange, green and violet 
are secondary hues.

Value refers to the degree of a
colour’s luminosity.  Lighter colours,
known as tints, contain more white.
Darker colours, called shades, 
contain more black.  For example,
pink is a tint of red, and maroon is 
a shade of red.

Intensity refers to a colour’s 
saturation.  As a colour becomes
greyer or duller it is desaturated 
and referred to as a tone.

Monochromatic Schemes
are based on a single colour, 
including its tints, shades and tones.

Limited Palette Schemes
can feature just a few colours that
are adjacent on the colour wheel, 
or perhaps a colour and its 
complementary.

a row of shorter plants in front of them.  
Instead, group plants in masses or
sweeps, stagger plant heights in the beds
and let a ground cover ‘creep’ along the
edges or a vine to ‘flow’ around some of
the plants.

The Foundation is Showing.
Resist the urge to snuggle plants close to
house walls or plant to cover every inch of 
the foundation.  You’ll be sorry for having
done so when it’s time to paint, put up
ladders to clean windows, access the
roof, eavestroughs, or put up lights at 
Christmas!  Also, with the foundation 
surrounded by garden beds it becomes
difficult to gauge whether or not the
ground is sloping ‘away’ from the house.
Maintaining the slope ensures that water
is directed away from your home, rather
than towards it, where it can seep in.

Landscaping Mistakes 
and how to avoid them!

Continued from the Front Page

1
2

3

The Value of Curb Appeal
The impact value of a lawn and 
landscaping that complements the 
appearance of a home is an important
part of that positive first impression 
created when a prospective buyer 
pulls up in front of the house.    

In general, improvements that are 
visible - add ‘curb appeal’ and beautify a
home - will add more value than those
less visible improvements that do not
beautify.  Here are 3 of the most 
important concepts to keep in mind when
making an improvement to the exterior 
of your home.

the visibility of the improvement

its relative value to other homes  
in the area/neighbourhood
its degree of desirability 
according to buyer preferences

ANALOGOUS COLOURS
Analogous colours, which are 
adjacent on the colour wheel, easily harmonize
and make pleasing combinations.  Keep in mind,
that analogous colours can have the effect of 
driving each colour further apart.  For example,
when blue is next to green, the blue may appear 
purplish and the green yellowish.  A flower that
appears red when isolated from other red flowers
may look muddy-pink and ‘wrong’ among truer
reds.

COMPLEMENTARY COLOURS
A complementary colour, one that’s opposite on
the colour wheel, can brighten another colour’s 
intensity.  For example, in an orange scheme, 
include some small areas of blue flowers to create
tension and brighter focal areas.  In a red garden,
green foliage is a ready-made brightener.

LIGHTS, DARKS and NEUTRALS
A neural colour, such as grey or brown, will 
make an adjacent colour stand out.  For 
example, a planting that features purple flowers
will be enlivened with splashes of grey foliage.  
A colour’s value can be lightened by placing it
against a darker background.  Conversely, a
colour’s value can be darkened by placing it next
to a lighter background.

The principle behind xeriscaping is using plants that don’t need a
lot of watering.  How do you like the sound of watering as little as
once a month?  All you have to do is plant native and drought-
resistant plants then apply a layer of mulch.  Imagine sitting back, 
enjoying the beauty of a low maintenance, hassle free, and
drought tolerant, garden and landscape!...it’s easier than you think.

Perennials
In general, drought-resistant plants will have broad roots and small,
thick leaves, often with a waxy, glossy or fuzzy coating on the leaves.
Here are a few examples;
4 Waxy leaf coverings like Sedum
4 Deep tap roots like Daylilies and Peonies
4 Silvery, finely-divided, foliage like Herbs
4 Compound leaves like Locust trees

Check in your area for municipal water-saving initiatives that may 
include information on xeriscaping.  Ask at your local nursery or 
garden centre about native species of drought-resistant perennials,

shrubs and trees that are best suited for growing on your property. 
If you’d like more information on xeriscaping, or ideas to help you
create a more environmentally friendly and lower 
maintenance landscape for your home and property 
check out www.eartheasy.com.

Planting native plants, those indigenous to your local 
soil and climate, will also attract more butterflies, birds and native 
insects to your natural oasis.  Ask at your local garden centre about

perennials, trees and shrubs native to your area.

Here are a few practical tips to get you
started with xeriscaping your property...

4 Size your lawn to fit the spread of your sprinkler system - or
sprinkler - that way you won’t be wasting water watering the
patio, walkway or driveway.

4 Extend downspouts to direct water onto the lawn and into 
garden, shrub and perennial beds.

4 Garden, shrub and perennial beds surrounding the lawn will
maximize run-off.

4 Grouping plants by their moisture needs will not only cut back
on water usage, it will ensure that you won’t be over-watering
drought-tolerant perennials (like Rubeckia), and shrubs (like 
Junipers).  Over-watering drought-tolerant plants causes them
to become limp and flop over.  

4 Mulching perennial and shrub beds means less moisture lost to
evaporation - and fewer weeds.  

4 Planting shrubs, trees, and perennials in the fall (rather than in
the spring or summer) will allow new roots to establish 
themselves by taking advantage of fall rains - and the spring 
melt.  Fall planting also allows you to take advantage of 
end-of-the-season sales! 

The word Xeriscape (pronounced ‘zeriscape’) 
is a combination of two words, ‘xeros’ derived 

from the Greek word, which means dry, and the 
word ‘landscape’.  Xeriscape means to landscape 

in a way that doesn’t require extra irrigation. 



WATER
Canada continues to be one of the highest water 
users per capita in the world.  Managing our 
water resources, which represents about 7% of the 
world's renewable freshwater, is a responsibility we 
all share.  Half of municipal water is used by the residential sector - meaning,
water conservation really does start at home!  
Here are some outdoor water conservation tips and ideas for you to consider, 
use and/or implement at your home and property this summer.

wise 

w If you’re considering a landscaping 
project for your yard/property this year -
consider xeriscaping.  Xeriscaping is a
landscaping method that utilizes both 
native species and low-water-use plants. 
w Use porous material for walkways and
patios to prevent wasteful runoff and keep
water in your yard.
w Group plants with the same watering
needs together to avoid overwatering 
some while underwatering others.
w Reduce the amount of lawn in your yard
by planting shrubs and ground covers 
appropriate to your site and region.
w Choose species native to your region.
w Plant in the spring and fall, when the 
watering requirements are lower.
w Avoid planting grass in areas that are
hard to water, such as steep inclines and
isolated strips along sidewalks and 
driveways.  Consider native ground covers
or ornamental grasses for these areas. 
w Leave lower branches on trees and
shrubs and allow leaf litter (natural mulch)
to accumulate on the soil. This keeps the
soil cooler and reduces evaporation.
w Start a compost pile. Using compost in
your garden, shrub and flower beds adds 
water-holding organic matter to the soil.
w Use a layer of organic mulch on the 
surface of your garden beds to minimize
the weed growth that competes for water
and to help bedding plants retain moisture.
w Use a 5 to10cm (2 to 4 inches) layer of
organic mulch directly around plants to 
reduce evaporation and save hundreds 
of liters of water a year.
w The next time you are adding a tree,
shrub or flower to your landscaping,
choose one from the variety of native
species available for your area.
w Adjust your lawn mower to the height of 
4 to 5cm (1.5 to 2 inches). Taller grass
shades roots and holds soil moisture better
w Leave grass clippings on the lawn

(known as grass-cycling), this keeps the
ground cooler and holds in 

moisture - the bonus...
grass clippings add 
nutrient to your lawn

reducing fertilizer use.

w Weed gardens regularly. Weeds 
compete with other plants for nutrients, 
light and water.
w Collect water from your roof for use in
your yard/garden by directing runoff to a
rainbarrel - or directly to a shrub bed by 
installing an extension to an existing 
downspout. 
w Before watering, use a trowel, shovel, 
or soil probe to examine the depth of soil
moisture.  If the top 5 to 7.5cm (2 to 3
inches) of soil is dry, it’s time to water.
w Set a kitchen timer when using the hose
as a reminder to turn it off. A running hose
can discharge up to 35 liters (10 gallons)
per minute.
w Minimize evaporation by watering during
early morning hours when temperatures 
are cooler and winds are lighter.
w Apply water only as fast as the soil can
absorb it.  If water runs off your lawn 
easily, split your watering time into shorter
periods to allow for better absorption.
w Water only when necessary.  Believe it 
or not - more plants die from over-watering
than from under-watering.
w Adjust your watering schedule each
month to match seasonal weather 
conditions and landscape requirements.
w Water dry areas/spots by hand instead 
of using a sprinkler or running an 
irrigation system.
w Use drip irrigation for shrubs and trees -
this applies water directly to the roots,
where it’s needed.
w Water your plants deeply, but less 
frequently, this will encourage deep root
growth and increase drought tolerance.
w Use sprinklers that deliver big drops of
water close to the ground. Smaller drops
and mist often evaporate 
before hitting the ground.

If you have a 
swimming pool...
w Use a pool cover  
to help keep your pool 
clean, reduce chemical use and prevent
water loss through evaporation.
w Make sure your swimming pool, ponds,
fountains etc are equipped with 
recirculating pumps.

Trees and Water...
The leaves of a tree make food from the water absorbed by its roots.
But, only a small amount of water goes for producing food.  A large 
portion of the water absorbed by a tree’s roots is returned to the 
atmosphere through a process called transpiration’.  
According to the National Arbor Day Foundation, a mature white birch
tree with approx. 200,000 leaves can give off as much as 3,400 liters
(900 gallons) of water throughout a summer day!

Natural Lawn Care
Watering...
Water your lawn deeply enough to soak the roots.  This promotes deep
root growth which increases its ability to resist drought.  Whether using
water from your rain barrel or sprinkler, water slowly so that it 
penetrates the lawn rather than running off onto your driveway or 
sidewalk.  Best to water in the morning.

Grasscycling...
is leaving grass clippings on your lawn after you mow.  Any lawn mower
will cut clippings short enough to grasscycle.  You should only take 1/3
of the grass blade height when you mow so that the clippings will not 
be too long.  If clumping occurs simply run over the clippings a second
time, or rake clumps out into a thin layer.  Grass clippings are rich in 
nutrients that are returned to the soil about 14 days after you mow.

Fertilizers...
Lawns need fertilizing in order to remain healthy, lush and green.  
Nitrogen produces rich green growth, phosphorus stimulates root 
growth while potassium fortifies the plants.  Your own compost, 
composted leaves and composted manures are good sources of 
natural fertilizer for your lawn.  Avoid chemical fertilizers - if 
you do buy commercially, choose natural source products.   

add property value
TREES

Here are just some of the ways trees can 
make a significant difference to the value of 
your house - and add to your quality of life.

Trees provide welcome shade in summer, wind protection, privacy,
the beauty of changing colours, and often, fruit. Trees establish
boundaries, frame the horizon, and if you wish, they can create a
‘natural roof’ for your backyard area.

All of this helps your home appreciate in value.  At resale, you can
discover that the return on your landscaping investment may be
quite substantial. 

Trees can also work wonders in cutting the expenses of operating
your house.  By planting shade trees on the south side of your
home, you can reduce the workload of your air conditioning system.
Trees also absorb a great deal of the sun’s energy, lowering 
temperatures in the surrounding area.  By shading the ground, trees
reduce water evaporation and the need to water as often. 
In the winter, after the leaves have fallen, sunlight can get through 
to help heat your home.  Evergreens, ideally planted on the north 
or northeast side of your home, can work as a windbreak and help 
to reduce your heating costs.
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Spring is the ideal time to perform an exterior check of your 
home...catching - and correcting - minor problems before they 
become Bigger - and much more expensive - problems!

aintenanceM
Air Conditioners
Disconnect electric power to the outdoor 
condenser on your air conditioning unit and clear 
it of matted clumps of leaves and debris using a
vent brush, power blower, or the brush attachment
on your vacuum cleaner.  If the cooling fins are 
exposed, be careful not to bend them.  Vacuum 
the grille and register inside the house to ensure
good airflow, and change your furnace filter.

Doors and Windows
Now is the time to wash the windows, both inside
and out.  Remove and wash screens.  Clean 
window and door frames - while cleaning, check  
outdoor caulking on windows and weather 
stripping around doors.  If they’ve suffered 
damage over the winter, remove and replace the 
caulking and/or weather stripping.  On doors,
check and lubricate hinges and locks. 

Eavestroughs & Gutters
Clear gutters of leaves and debris and check 
them for corrosion, joint separation, and loose 
fasteners.  Flush out downspouts and leaders.
Ensure leaders extend at least 1.25 metres 
(4 feet) to direct water away from the foundation.

Foundations
Hairline cracks in foundation walls might be the 
result of concrete curing or minor settling and 
are not automatically cause for alarm.  Mark 
them with tape and check them again in a few
months.  If the cracks are stable, fill them with 
an epoxy-injection system - if the cracks have
worsened, it may be a good idea to contact a 
professional.

n Check that the 
ground around the foundation slopes away from
the house (4 centimetres per .5 metre - about 1
inch per foot and a half).  Be particularly vigilant if
you have shrub and flower beds butting up against
foundation walls - seasonal raking, hoeing, 
planting or mulching can significantly alter the
slope - causing water to collect and seep in against
foundation walls.
n Clear the area of leaves and other debris in
which rodents and insects can nest.

Roofs
Leaks typically occur around chimney flashing,
skylights or other openings into the roof surface.
Leaks are often easiest to spot in the attic; 
inspect the rafters for water stains.  If you notice
staining, keep in mind that  roof ‘patching’ is often
a job best left to a professional.  
n Examine the siding under roof eaves, and the
ceilings in the rooms below, for water or 
discolouration, - indications that ice dams might
have created leaks along the roof edge.
n Using a pair of binoculars, inspect the roof for
cracked, curled, or missing shingles.  If there are
parts of the roof not visible from the ground, you’ll
have to get out a ladder to visually check those
spots.  

Wooden Decks
Rid your deck of moss, mildew and mold. A brisk
scrub, using a stiff bristled brush with a bit of an 
environmentally responsible mildew or mold 
remover, should do the trick.  Pressure washers 
are also effective - but remember to use caution -
pressure washing wooden decks can cause 
damage.

Start with a tried and true plan, there are
many free bird house plans online with styles
ranging from beginner to expert.  

An understanding of the key elements of a 
bird-friendly nesting spot will ensure that your
bird house offers a safe and comfortable site
for generations of nesting birds!   As well as
critical aspects of design, (many of which are
species specific) like; entrance hole size, 
cavity depth and height, interior floor 
dimensions and the general shape of your
bird house, there are other considerations. 

Here are a few bird-friendly tips...

Protect your back
4 When you need to move heavy items, use the
tools the pros rely on; a wheelbarrow, dolly, or 
an extra set of helping hands. 
4 When you do lift - lift properly.  Keep your 
back straight and your legs bent whenever 
lifting anything; whether it’s lightweight or heavy.  
4 When carrying materials or supplies, do so in 
a way that’s least harmful to your back.  Usually
this means keeping materials waist high and 
centered between your legs.

Dress properly
4 Wear long sleeves and pants.  Use safety 
gear; gloves, safety glasses, ear plugs, for 
certain projects a hard hat is warranted.
4 Proper footwear is important - choose footwear
suited to the task at hand; running shoes are 
well suited when you’re painting - if you’re handling 
lumber or drywall, steel-toed work boots are the
better - and safer - choice.  

Ladders
4 Set the ladder close to your work.  If your hips
go outside the ladder’s side rails, you are 
overreaching and risking a fall.
4 When setting up a stepladder, make sure all
four legs are supported and the spreaders are
fully opened.
4 Lean a straight or extension ladder against the
house so that the distance from the foundation of
the ladder’s base is about one-quarter of the 
ladder’s height.  Check to that the tops and bottoms
of both ladder rails are making firm contact.
4 Always face the ladder when ascending or 
descending.  Grip the ladder firmly with both
hands and place your feet squarely on each rung.
Do not turn around on the ladder or proceed as 
if you were on a conventional stairway.
4 Don’t stand on the top of a stepladder.  On a
straight or extension ladder, stop when your 
shoulders are even with the top of the rails.
4 Wear slip-resistant footwear when working on
any ladder.
4 Don’t carry tools loosely in your pocket; they
could fall on someone below.  Before carrying
any materials up a ladder, make sure you have a
secure place to put them when you get to the top.

Protect your eyes
Whether you’re welding, laying cement, working
with a compressor, sanding drywall or working 
on a rooftop, be very aware of the dangers and 
always, always wear safety goggles or glasses.

Do-it-yourself projects can be enjoyable and
very rewarding, but, you must take proper 

precautions to prevent injuries.  
Safety comes first!

Do-it-
Yourself

v Include ventilation holes to reduce heat and
keep nestlings comfortable
v Add drainage holes to remove waste and
water and help with ventilation
v Use a deep roof overhang or countersunk
hole to keep rain out of the house
v Choose only natural building materials.  
Untreated hardwood is best
v Do not paint/varnish the interior - you 
could create a toxic environment for nestlings
v Choose natural exterior colours that blend
with the surroundings, this is key to providing
natural camouflage for nesting birds
v Avoid perches that make it easier for 
predators to reach eggs and nestlings
v Include a hinged roof or side door that can
be opened for seasonal cleaning

Bird Houses


