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If you’re buying your first home,
‘closing costs’ will likely be a new
concept for you - and, if you’re
not prepared, closing costs can
come as a surprise (read; shock).
If you already own a home, and
have decided to sell it and
purchase another, this information
will serve as a refresher.

‘Closing costs’ refers to the associated
costs ‘in addition’ to the purchase price
of a home.   These up-front costs are
payable, by the purchaser, on or before,
the closing date of the transaction (the
date on which you take possession of
your new home).   Keep in mind that
‘closing costs’ are in addition to the 
down payment.

The following is a guideline 
of what you can expect to be 
included as ‘closing costs’.

Appraisal Fee - An appraisal provides 
the mortgage lender with a professional
opinion of the market value of the 
property.  This cost is normally the buyer’s
responsibility.  

Home Inspection Fee - A professional 
inspection of the home, top to bottom, 
is for the benefit of the buyer, (and well
worth the investment) therefore, that’s who
generally absorbs the cost. 

Home owner Insurance - 
All mortgage lenders will 
require proof that insurance 
is in place, from the date 
you take possession of the 
home.  It is the buyer’s 
responsibility to arrange 
for insurance.

Whether you are buying or 
selling a home, knowing about 

all the details, like ‘closing costs’,
provides peace of mind.  

Talk with your Realtor who 
can provide you with expert 

advice and explanation.

Get Advice.

CLOSING COST$
Land Survey Fee 
or Title Insurance Fee - 
A survey of the property is     usually 
required by the lender.  In lieu of the 
Survey, most lenders will accept Title 
Insurance.

Legal Costs and Disbursements - 
Your lawyer will charge for the transaction
- these charges include transfering the title
deed, preparing the mortgage, conducting
various searches and registrations. 

Land Transfer Tax - This is generally the
largest portion of closing costs.  Rates
range from 0.5% to 2% (calculated on the
purchase price of the property) and vary by
province and municipality.  Land Transfer
tax is payable by the buyer.  

New Home Warranty - In many provinces,
newly constructed homes are covered by a
new home warranty program.  The cost of
the warranty is payable by the purchaser.

Mortgage Application 
- Processing Fee
On a high-ratio insured mortgage, the 
insurer (CMHC) charges a fee for 
applying and processing the file.

Closing Adjustments - An estimate 
should be allowed for closing 
‘adjustments’.  These are expenses that
the seller has ‘prepaid’ - 
for example; municipal property taxes, 
utility bills such as heating, hydro, water,

as well as various other charges.
If you are purchasing a condo, 

prepaid condo or maintenance 
fees may be a closing 
adjustment.  Your lawyer will

outline the total of these
costs shortly before the 

closing date of your purchase.
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Bathroom Reno 
Do’s and Don’ts
If you’re planning a bathroom 
renovation here are a few tips 
on how to increase your home’s 
value at the same time.

n Do keep the shower and bathtub 
separate.

n Do create the illusion of space by using large or floor-to-ceiling mirrors that will  
make the bathroom look larger - and brighter.

n Do add a window if it is possible (and your bathroom does not have one).
n Do take the opportunity to update and/or ensure your bathroom has adequate 

ventilation.
n Don’t overdo.  Small changes can make a big difference, so before gutting the

room, consider; fresh paint - maybe in a new colour, updating cabinet hardware, 
consider a new vanity and fixtures, a new mirror, new flooring.

n Don’t be loud or trendy.  Choose a neutral palette for tiles, walls, flooring and 
fixtures.  A neutral palette for the bones of the room will ensure that the room 
stands the test of time and will appeal to most buyers, if and when, you decide to 
sell your home.  Add personality with splashes of your favourite colour and indulge 
yourself with trendy, easily (and relatively inexpensive) interchangeable items like 
bath accessories; towels, shower curtains, bath mats, soap dishes etc.

Blooming Branches
Unlike forcing bulbs, tricking tree limbs into flowering 
before spring’s arrival is easy!
4 On a mild day, cut a few small branches from any type of
tree or shrub you enjoy.  Forsythia is a favourite for its sunny
yellow blossoms.  Pussy willow, weeping willow, witch hazel,
maple, spirea and fruit trees like quince all do nicely as well.
4 Bring branches indoors and totally submerge them in tepid
water.  Allow to soak for 2 hours.
4 Choose a sturdy vase.  Fill with water.  Lift branches and 
trim an inch off each end as you transfer to the vase.  Florets
will peek out                                      within three weeks and
start                                                      blooming shortly after.

This’nThat

3 Reasons to take a nap
You’ll protect your heart. A study published in the
Archives of Internal Medicine       found that people who 
snoozed for at least 30 minutes three or more times a week 
reduced their risk of dying from heart disease by nearly 40%.

You’ll perk up. NASA researchers found that pilots on 
long-haul flights who napped for an average of 26 minutes
boosted their alertness by more than 50%.

You’ll feel happier. A Stanford University School of 
Medicine study indicated that doctors and nurses improved 
their mood by napping for 40 minutes during a 12 hour shift.

Y

Using petsitters has become a popular 
practice for vacationing pet owners. 
The Benefits of using a Petsitter
n Routine...your pets’ feeding, exercise and 
medication routine(s) are maintained.
n Minimum stress...your pet is in its own environment, not 
exposed to viruses, noisy pets and strange surroundings.
n Property protection...a bonus; most home insurance 
policies now require a vacant home to be visited every 24 
to 48 hours.  A petsitter will fulfill this requirement.

What to look for in a petsitter
3 Animal lover, conscientious, reliable.
3 Can cope with emergencies, and ideally has access to 
a car in case of an emergency.

Not sure how to find a petsitter?...
check with local vets, pet food stores and groomers are 
generally good places to start.  Remember to screen potential
sitters carefully ~ always ask for references. Choose a sitter
who is willing to spend some time with your pet, not just drop 
in and leave food.

Petsitter

Miniblinds
Dust with the brush 
attachment of the vacuum
or, slip a cotton sock over
your hand, spray with your
favourite all-purpose cleaner. 
Carved picture frames
Reach into nooks & crannies
by using an empty plastic
squeeze bottle.  Squeeze a
few times and blow the dust
away with a ‘poof’ of air.
Stale carpet smell
With a flour sifter sprinkle
carpet with baking soda.
After 20 minutes vacuum.

Get physical
Professional cleaners use
both hands to cover more
ground faster.  Dust using
an old cotton tube sock or
microfiber cloth in one
hand while you move 
objects with the other.  

Stubborn 
bathtub rings 
Rub on a paste of cream 
of tartar and hydrogen 
peroxide.  When it dries,
rinse it (and the ring) 
away.

That in-between winter and 
summer season when thoughts 
turn to....spring cleaning!

Did you know that 75% of us choose to do spring cleaning 
- and most of us say that doing a thorough job now cuts
down on cleaning time in the summer!  Here are a few 
tips from the pros to help you clean like you mean it!

Declutter
Professional cleaners 
expect a house to be
‘picked up’ so they can 
get right to the cleaning.
Give yourself the same
head start by putting 
things away the night 
before.
Pet hair on upholstery
Pick up cat and dog hair
with a lightly dampened
sponge, or, put on a pair 
of rubber gloves and move
your hands in a circular
motion over the fabric.

Umbrellas
Believe it or not,             the umbrella was not invented to 
combat rainy                 weather.  The word umbrella comes
from the Latin root umbra, meaning shade or shadow.  
Umbrellas were first used for protection from the sun.

Decking - to remove mildew, mix a solution of 225mL (1 cup) of ammonia,
110mL (1/2 cup) of white vinegar, and 60g (1/2 cup) of baking soda with 4 litres
of water.  Apply using a bristle brush or broom - dip in the solution, brush onto
the deck, let stand for 10 minutes, lightly scrub using a bristle brush, then rinse. 

Concrete - remove stains & marks by pouring full-strength white distilled vinegar
over the area.  Repeat as necessary until stain fades.  Rinse thoroughly.

Brickwork - to get rid of calcium buildup on brick or limestone, use a 
mixture of half white distilled vinegar and half water. Apply using a spray bottle.
Let it set, the solution does all the work.

Remember
before 

applying 
any 

cleaning 
solution 

- test 
a small 

area first! 

Cleaning Outdoor Surfaces

Spring



“The current owners removed a number of walls 
and used soft, neutral tones to create a 

very spacious, open concept.”
“Told you so.”

Smiles &Chuckles

Did you know that we develop the ability to laugh at 4 months of age, 
although our sense of humour kicks in sometime around age 3 
when we realize we can fool people.  A child’s sense of humour
is ripe for nurturing and encouragement.  Studies continue to 
show that developing a sense of humour is as good for your

health as it is for your state of mind.  Studies indicate that we need approximately
12 laughs a day to stay healthy!  Laughing stimulates your heart and respiratory
rate, increases circulation and exercises stomach and chest muscles.   A hearty
chuckle can actually give your immune system a boost, decrease the levels of
stress hormones in the body and hastens healing.  So...go ahead, Laugh!  Cultivate
your sense of humour - its like a garden.  Sometimes seeing the lighter side of life
and reaping its’ benefits requires conscious effort. 

Here are some ideas to get you started...
water gun or a clown nose. Try a magic
wand for days when people make those
impossible demands.  Toys aren’t just
for kids! 
l Create a play list.  Remember fun?  
It might include games, playing with your
kids or dog, going skating, bowling, 
playing in the pool, colouring, getting out
that long neglected yo-yo - anything that
reduces anger and stress.

l Lighten up your environment.  
Display funny pictures and posters -
baby photos, pet moments, humorous 
birthday party snap-shots, any image
that recalls laughter moments.

l Learn and practise the humour
pledge.  ‘I’m pledging to find humour...
I’ll make sure fun people and tools 
surround me... when there’s a 
humourous chance I’ll grab it!’

is good 
for you!Laughing

l Practice self-effacing humour.  
Share something funny or silly that 
happened to you.

l Start your own collection of CDs that
tickle your funny bone and keep them in
your car.  When traffic backs up, load
up some humour.

l Keep a humour journal.  Jot down
funny things people say and amusing
observations you make.

l Escape voice mail jail.  Keep a file
folder next to your phone filled with 
materials that amuse you - cartoons, 

quotes, cards, photos - 
anything to keep your

blood pressure 
down. 

l Keep a
humourous prop 

handy.   Maybe a 

Ways to pay your 
Mortgage Faster!

If your mortgage renewal is coming up, here are some 
factors you may want to consider.

Prepayment
A pre-payment option allows a payment of up to 10% (sometimes
more) of the total original principal owing, in addition to regular
mortgage payments.  This opportunity usually occurs on the 
anniversary date of your mortgage.  You may be able to divide
the amount and pay it in two installments over the course of a
year, or you may be able to double up your monthly payments
without penalty, according to the Canadian Bankers’ Association. 

Get the Best Rate
The lower the rate, the faster you can pay off your mortgage.  It
pays to shop around in today’s mortgage market.  Be aware that 
the lowest interest rate isn’t necessarily the best choice if it 
restricts you from some of the other options outlined here.

Frequency
You can pay off your mortgage faster by accelerating payments.
Some lenders offer weekly or bi-weekly payment options.  Over
the life of the mortgage, making weekly or bi-weekly payments,
rather than monthly payments, can make a big difference on the
amount of interest paid.

Increase Payments
If you can afford to (perhaps you’ve had a pay increase or have
cut back on another recurring expense), many lenders allow you
to increase your regular mortgage payments.  Its amazing, even
a small increase, such as $25. a month, could cut years off your

mortgage.

Amortization Period
Every time you renew your mortgage, consider 

shortening the amortization period.  You’ll
have larger payments, but the results will be

worth it when you throw a mortgage burning 
party 5 years earlier than you had planned!

avings Idea
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Empty it’s contents entirely. That’s right, 
take everything out!  Pack all the knick-knacks 
and display items into boxes and store them out
of the way.  Take down drapes, curtains and 
valances.  Remove all the furniture.  

Stand in the centre of the room and visualize what
you would do with that space if you could design it any
way you like.

Start with the paint colour. (If you need help deciding,
keep in mind that many paint outlets have designers,
computer programs and apps to help you).  Now, give
the room a sparkling fresh coat of paint!   Wow, better 
already!  A new colour and a fresh coat of paint does
wonders for creating a new point of view!

Next, put back the furniture starting with the pieces that
are essential - now is the perfect time to try a few 
different arrangements.  Stand back and evaluate your
new room...does it work?...could a few new items
freshen up the look?...bedding, throw cushions, lamp
shades, slipcovers, an area rug?

Now you have a new room. Do you still want to put
back those dusty silk flowers?  Perhaps you have a new
idea for displaying your collectables, or consider rotating
them in smaller groups so they are always fresh and 
interesting!  Or, perhaps they just don’t belong in your
new room?  

Purge, purge, purge. Be honest with yourself, and 
create the space you really want!  Take the opportunity
to unclutter your space - its almost garage sale season -
or, pass along items to family or friends or send them to
one of the many organizations that will redistribute, 
reuse or recycle them!

Spring is a time of rejuvenation...
want to see a room transformed?

This is the time of year when avid golfers and soccer players are familiar 
with frost delays for early morning matches.  These delays are for 
the protection of the grass.  Homeowners should also take note 
to - stay off a frosty lawn to prevent damage.  

Frost is most easily described as frozen dew.  A settling frost
causes a covering of ice crystals on blade surfaces, 
when these areas experience foot (or vehicular) traffic, 
it can cause damage.  Damage that can take weeks or 
months to heal.  And, damaged areas on your lawn will lead
to other problems.  As grass dies-back it will turn brown and unsightly, 
leaving patchy areas - ideal spots for weeds to germinate!   Grass that does not die, but is 
damaged, will be more susceptible to disease, which in turn causes more problems!

SpringLawncare
Here are a few pointers - 
from the pros - to put to work  
on your next paint project.

4 Choose a good brush.  Bristles should be
‘flagged’; tapered, split and arranged in multiple
lengths to form a slim tip.  Synthetic ones - usually
a mix of nylon & polyester, hold and release latex
paints exceptionally well (reserve natural bristles
for oil-based paints).  Unfinished hardwood 
handles are easier to grip, and copper or stainless-
steel ferrules won’t rust after you’ve washed the
brush.  You’ll need at least one 1 1/4-inch angled
sash brush for cutting in trim, and one 3-inch brush
for cutting in walls and ceilings.

4Never dip your paintbrush directly into the can -
too sloppy.  For optimum control, pour paint into a
small metal or plastic ‘cut bucket’ - and only fill
your cut bucket to one third.

4 A clean sweep.  Take the crucial first step and
thoroughly clean walls first!  Especially important;
kitchens, this is where walls can be invisibly 
splattered with grease, oil and food residue.  If you
don’t clean that off, the new paint is not going to
stick!  The same holds true in bathrooms, the 
domain of airborne residue from hair products and
shampoo.  Use a degreaser on these tough areas.

4 The right sequence.  Paint ceilings first, then
all woodwork, trim and doors; both coats, then
paint the walls.

4Tape it.  Pros use miles of low-tack painter’s
tape to protect surfaces and also as a guide for
cutting in walls or ceilings.   Always remove
painter’s tape the same day you apply the paint!

4When rolling on paint, don’t just focus on 
coverage, think about a uniform thickness as well -
think ‘texture’.  After rolling a section of wall, make
a series of long vertical strokes - moving in one 
direction, left or right - up the full length of the wall.
This last step is called ‘laying off’, it distributes the
wet paint across the surface in a nice even layer.

Clean up 

One challenge of paint projects is getting 
rollers & brushes to maintain their  
shape while they dry.  That won’t 
be a problem with this handy 
converted clothes hanger.  
Just cut the hanger in one corner
and shape the end into a hook.
Bend the sides closer together 
so the arm will fit into the hook.  
Slide rollers and brushes onto 
the arm and hang them to dry.

Paint
LIKE A PRO

Tip

Decorating Pitfalls!
Here are some of the most 
common problems and a few 
suggestions on how to tackle
them.

Bad Planning. It is a common
assumption that what stands in the
way of making a bad room good is 
a lack of cash.   Not so!  A lack of 
planning is generally the problem.
Gather images, write down ideas, 
list what’s needed, what you like,
what you don’t, to reach a goal.  

Too much stuff. Take your 
average room and remove 25% of
the contents.  What often makes a
room work is as much about what
you edit out as it is about what you
add in.  Each item should be there
for a reason.  Family photos should
not be used for decorating, and, not
3 deep on mantels, side tables & 
bookshelves.  They have greater 
impact and visual appeal in a large,
well-displayed grouping in a hallway,
rec. room or family room.  

Bad lighting. Bright overhead
light can kill a room’s atmosphere.
And, dim light saps one’s energy.  
Lighting requires as much attention
as the colour scheme and furniture.
Light is what animates a space and 
creates atmosphere.  Use dimmers,
choose accent lights, and, unless
they are illuminating a dining table,
move ceiling lights out of the centre
of the room and toward the walls.  

IdeasIdeas
Decorating


